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Exploring the Online Practice of Audience “Participatory Curation”: A Case Study of
the “Virtual Curator” at the Guangdong Museum

Yang Ling

Abstract: The “participatory museum” is an innovative concept and practice, aimed at meeting the audience’s need to engage in museum activities
and promoting the museum as a space for audience creation, sharing, and interaction. The “participatory” practices in domestic museums emphasize
audience engagement, but they often face challenges such as high entry barriers and insufficient social interaction, and audience participation is
usually limited by the exhibition period. “Virtual curating” is a new form of “participatory curation”. By encouraging audience-led creation, setting
certain limitations, deepening social interaction, and lowering the barriers to participation, it integrates the concepts of “smart museums” and
internet thinking to create an online platform where audiences can participate at any time. In the Guangdong Museum’s “Virtual Curator” project,
the audience’s creations have supplemented and expanded the framework and content of the original exhibitions. This project demonstrates that
conducting online participatory practices and regularly promoting such activities can extend the life span of exhibitions and effectively enhance
audience engagement.

Keywords: Participatory Museum, Curation, Audience, Smart Museum, Online
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Research on the Relationship Between Multifunctional Exhibition Spaces and
Audiences in Art Museums

Zhao Yinzijun

Abstract: The exhibition spaces of art museums facilitate the audience’s aesthetic experience and art appreciation. They encompass various aspects,
including the interior design of exhibition spaces, the display of artwork, spatial layout, service areas, and public spaces. The integration and narrative
of these elements—seamless exhibition spaces, diverse service areas, and varied public spaces—can stimulate the audience’s thinking. By creating spaces
for display and interaction, art museums offer the audience rich, in-depth, and inspiring cultural experiences, thereby expanding the relationship
between museums and their visitors. The dialogue between the museum and its visitors not only enhances their understanding and appreciation of art
but also enriches the meaning and value of the exhibition.

Keywords: Art Museum, Exhibition Space, Audience, Aesthetic Environment
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The Compilation and Evolution of Early “Miao Albums”:
A Study of Editions and Transmission Patterns

Holzl Yadi

Abstract: This study investigates the earliest known versions of “Miao albums,” including the “Manliao tushuo” (Illustrated explanation of barbarians)
in the Kangxi edition of the Gazetteer of Guizhou Province and the Forty Illustrations of the Miao Peoples held in the Ethnological Museum of Berlin.
Alongside at least eight other closely related albums, these works represent early versions of the “Miao albums”. The images in these early versions
not only retain elements from similar pictorial traditions of previous dynasties, but also incorporate visual components outside the “Miao albums”
tradition, such as the Mustrations of Tilling and Weaving and various encyclopedic works from the Ming dynasty. The textual content can be traced
back to sources from the Ming and even the Song dynasty, revealing a layered accumulation of local knowledge, which is crucial for understanding
the compilation process of the “Miao albums”. While these albums employ fixed information to construct stereotypical and symbolic ethnic images,
they frequently exhibit anachronous representations. At the same time, the “Miao albums” were also continuously modified and supplemented
in response to shifting political contexts. By conducting the first systematic comparative analysis of these early versions, this paper explores their
intertextual connections and offers new perspectives and theoretical frameworks for understanding the evolution of the “Miao albums” and their role
in constructing local knowledge.

Keywords: Miao Albums, Gazetteer of Guizhou Province, Illustrations of Tributary Peoples, Anachronism, Ethnic Groups in Guizhou
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Empire and Visual Pleasure: Reinterpreting the “Miao Albums” of Yunnan and Guizhou

Zhu Jing

Abstract: Traditional scholarship has emphasized the close link between the “Miao albums”, a genre of illustration that emerged from colonial
expansion and political control in southwest China. Through carefully reading evidence collected from prefaces, poems, novels, travel accounts, and
local gazetteers, this paper argues that these albums were also popularized in the marketplace and viewed for pleasure by consumers who included a far
wider section of the population than local government officials. Divided into three main sections, this paper firstly brings the pleasure and curiosity
dimensions of “Miao albums” to the fore; it then argues for a diversity of consumers of these albums than has hitherto been acknowledged, and finally,
by probing the process of how and by whom “Miao albums” were produced, it highlights the participation of professional artists and the widespread
practice of copying. Through the decentralization of the political function of “Miao albums”, this paper offers new ways of viewing Chinese imperial
images within the context of popular culture.

Keywords: “Miao Albums”, Visual Culture, Images of Ethnic Groups, Frontier
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A Preliminary Study of the “Miao Albums” in the Academic Library of the Saint-
Petersburg State University

Zavidovskaya Ekaterina

Abstract: The Academic Library of the Saint-Petersburg State University (Russia) holds two hand-painted “Miao albums” featuring ethnic groups
from Guizhou Province. One of them, Xyl.F-25a, does not have a title, artist unknown, contains 72 images. On the upper left corner of each image
plate a small sheet of paper is glued, and a handwritten poem that describes the illustrated ethnic group is written on the paper. These so-called “seven-
character poems” (also termed as “zhuzhici” or bamboo branch poetry) are studied in this paper. Notably, the “Miao Albums” from Smithsonian
Institution (republished by D. Deal, L, Hostetler, 2001), Harvard-Yenching Library (USA), and the National Diet Library (Japan) all feature either
poetic or prosaic descriptions for each picture, like the St. Petersburg album. The bamboo branch poetry, which mostly emerged in Guizhou during
the Qianlong-Jiaging eras, and the poems found in the “Miao albums” share similar imagery and wording but the origin of the bamboo branch poems
n “Miao albums” is yet to be found. The second album, Xyl.F-27, titled “Pictures of Miao of the Entire Qian [Guizhou]” (Quan Qian miaotu), is
also anonymous. Only images with descriptions for Picture #13—40 have been preserved. The compositions and descriptions of this album are very
close to the “Miao albums” at the University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology and Harvard-Yenching Library. Its textual
descriptions were cited from Ming-Qing historical sources including Tian Rucheng’s (1503-1557) Hearsay from the Borderlands of the Southwest
(Yanjiao jiwen) and the two Gazetteer of Guizhou Province from the Kangxi (1673) and Qianlong eras (1741).

Keywords: One-hundred Miao Album, Pictures of Miao of the Entire Qian, Russia, Bamboo Branch Poetry
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An Analysis of the Value of Shadow Play from the Perspective of Social Field: Taking
Liaoning Shadow Play as an Example

Wu Hongzhen Wu Chengli

Abstract: An analysis of the value of Liaoning shadow play from the perspective of social fields reveals that evaluating shadow play requires
consideration of its diverse performance environments. Influenced by the relatively autonomous performance environments, the values of shadow
play also appear multifaceted. A distinction between urban and rural settings exists, and shadow play holds unique values and functions in rural
communities. The development of shadow puppetry faces practical challenges, requiring timely reflection to respond to its current situation. It is
crucial to pursue a path that emphasizes both innovation and creativity, thereby protecting and preserving China’s rich traditional culture.
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Seventy Years of Research on Folklore in Hunan Province

Jin Yuan Qi Lingyun

Abstract: The collection of folklore in Hunan Province started from the national culture survey in the west of Hunan Province in the 1930s, which
established two main lines of legend research in the following decades: one is the attention to minority legends, the other is the cultural aesthetic
interpretation of legends, which formed a unique study of folklore and Xiang-Chu culture in the 1980s. Since the 21st century, with the academic
emphasis on context and the rise of regional socio-history research with ethnic minority legends as the research object, the study of folklore in
Hunan Province presents a pattern of the coexistence of major and minor traditions. However, contrary to the current diversified research paths and
substantial increase of publications, the potential problems, such as the shrinking research team, lack of innovative research methods and theories, and
weak awareness of research ontology, have become increasingly evident.

Keywords: Hunan Province, Folklore, Research Review
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Name. Business. No. Street.
*ﬁ“i‘* Ng Cheun Chai Tong, Physician.............. 3 Hoi Mi St.
ﬁé ”#E Ng Cheung, Customs Broker............. 81 Luen Hing St.
h & #K¥t Ng Cheung, Paper Dealer.............. 72 Tin Ping San St. -
hE ﬁ& Ng Cheung, Clothing............ ...5 Ng Sin Moon St. th
18 ¥T4), Ng Cheung, Matting Wrapper............... 46 On Lan St. : .
h B[ 3CH4E Ng Cheung Lung, Copper Buttons ..81 Ting Ping St.
il ) #hEF Ng Fuk, Incense Sticks.... 58 Charm Mok St.: .
g 4%f Ng Fuk, Decorators....... 139 Ha Kau Po St. =
g HMA Ng Fuk, Abacus Maker.................... 106 Ho Pon St. .|
h' % Ng Fung, Liquor and Rice................
ﬁg‘ﬁ 4 4@ Ng Fung Lau, Gold Merchant
Ei. k3 &m Ng Fung Lau, Foreign Shoes..........
-ﬁtl‘l:E EE Ng Hang ‘Ha; Fans: sosm.sos 5 & i
i R T =
fﬁ&ﬁ @g Ng Hon Che, Physician. ..
A  #MF Ng Hop, Sandal Wood.. ..
%aéﬂ am Ng Hop Kee, Silk Weavers s
aE Hguff Ng Kat, Dyeing Works............... 20 Sheung Moon Tai i‘
ﬁ?:;:ﬂ Et& Ng Kat Hin, Curtain Hanger........... 82 Wai On Lok St. i"
BB EPMIEE Ne Luen Fong Chai, Liquor Dealer. ...189 Tai Sin Jung St.. it
=5 B Ng Sam Cheung, Ink Dealer............. 7 Charm Mok St. 7
ﬂﬁ 2% Ng Sheung, Porcelain Dealer................ 21 Sin Ow St. ¥
ﬁ_%%ﬂ g% Ng Shiu Kee, Silk Dealer.................. 71 Tai Ping St. 41
) #f4F Ng Shun, Copper Buttons................ 61 Ting Ping St ™
HH 3% Ng Wo, Dyeing Works. ... .1 Kwai Tak Moon St. l
Him &fF Ng Yu, Bakery........... ....224 Chin Kam St §
HiBE EB Ng YuKee, Jade Dealer..........oeunnnnn. 8 Fuk Shing St '}
;ﬁa%m*# Ng Yuen Fong Chai, Liquor Dealer. ...110 Fin See Chin St. %%
B AHE Ng Yun Sik, Draper and Dyer............ 36 Sap Yit Po St. :5
e 4 Nga Chun, Photographer............ 179 Tai Shun Jung St. &
He1-bk 2JE Nea Sze Lam, Eating House............. 4 Sap Pet Po Peak 1
ZEIE B{T Ngan Shing Ching, Silk Weaving Factory....99 Chet Po St }j
ZH BBk Ngan Tin, Cured Meats. .. .68 Sap Sam Hong St. ¢
B J#Bk Ngan Yu, Cured Meats. ... ....23 San Tow Lane ;3
WRAAE B  Ni Kak Wan, Physician................... 48 Yan Chai St %
WHE ¥R Ning Sau Tong, Foreign Ginseng........ 84 Tseung Lan St. !‘
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An Analysis of the Regional Cultural Characteristics of Chaozhou Fans in the Late
Qing and Republican Periods

Mai Yunyi

Abstract: Chaozhou fans were a distinctive category in the development of Chinese fan culture, named after the locale of mass production and sales,
Pengzhou District, Shantou, during the late Qing and the Republican periods. The fans are characterized by strings binding dozens of thin bamboo
filaments into a slightly curved surface onto which silk is adhered. Folk artists often painted figures and stories on the fan, and a red seal was typically
affixed to the edges. Chaozhou fans were not only widely used in Guangdong Province but also sold well abroad. In many literary works and artworks,
they gradually became a symbol for corrupt officials and dandies. Comparing Chaozhou fans with other contemporary fans and similar fans from later
periods, we can further understand the absorption and innovation behind Chaozhou fans’ unique regional cultural characteristics.
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“Arriving in Pudong” or “Setting Off After the Farewell”: An Analysis of the Image of
“Zhang Sheng Journeying to the Examination” in The West Chamber

Liu Dan

Abstract: The plot of “Zhang Sheng Journeying to the Examination” is central to the story of The West Chamber and is also a significant theme in
its visual representations. This analysis focuses on three categories of images: woodblock print illustrations, paintings, and porcelain decorations. It
examines the “Zhang Sheng Journeying to the Examination” imagery from various perspectives, including image details, inscription content, sequence,
and color schemes. It is identified that among the numerous images of “Zhang Sheng Journeying to the Examination”, some depict Zhang Sheng’s
“Arriving in Pudong” on his way to take the examination, while some are “Setting Off After the Farewell” after Zhang Sheng and Yingying’s parting at
Changting. A few portray “Returning by Imperial decree”, which is after Zhang Sheng’s successful completion of the imperial examination. It is crucial
to carefully distinguish these scenes to avoid misidentification, which can affect the interpretation and appreciation of the images of the Western

Chamber.

Keywords: The Western Chamber, Image, Zhang Sheng Journeying to the Examination
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How Chromatics Became “Chromatology”: The Transmission, Construction, and
Visual Control of Chromatology in Modern China

Xu Jing

Abstract: At the end of the Qing dynasty, chromatology was introduced from the West to China through books and newspapers. During its
transmission, while physical optics and physiology became its stable fundamental bases, it also expanded its scope by integrating subjective knowledge
from psychology, culture, experience, etc. During the Republic of China, the completion of the transition of chromatology from a collection of
knowledge to a formal discipline was marked by the publication of monographs on the subject, compiled and translated by Chinese scholars, and the
implementation of related teaching practices in art institutions. As a standardized discipline, chromatology has had a significant impact on the color
theory of Chinese painting, including the traditional view of color based on the “five-color theory”, which was considered “backward” and criticized,
and eventually was incorporated into the knowledge framework of chromatology.

Keywords: Chromatology, Chromatics, Five-color Theory, Visual Control, Visual Mobilization
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